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Hearing Awareness Week 22-28 August 2010
One in six Australians with hearing loss want to access to all areas of life no matter what their age.

Hearing Awareness Week 2010 theme is Access All Ages

Access to communication choices
· A loss of hearing fundamentally changes the ability of the individual to communicate, and through this, affects their ability to interact with society. This has social and economic consequences both for the individual and for society.
· Famous deafblind advocate Helen Keller made the comment that blindness separates you from objects, while deafness separates you from people. 
· From diagnosis onwards the range of communication options should be presented in an unbiased manner.  The key is to prevent any person from becoming isolated and withdrawn because of their hearing loss. 
Access to quality education and a supportive learning environment
· Education is the building block for the rest of your life and as such as an absolutely imperative area to address.
· Well-managed and supported children who achieve age-appropriate language skills – whether spoken English, Auslan (Australian Sign Language) or other – can be educationally mainstreamed and subsequently take up employment to their potential, saving significantly at all of levels of government expenditure. 
· Improving educational outcomes for children who are Deaf or hearing impaired through better access to interpreters, soundfield systems, captioning and more teachers of the deaf.

Access to technology in all its forms

· Technological advances in hearing devices have increased the quality and variety of aids available however, for many the cost of purchasing such a device is prohibitive. Paying $9000 for 2 hearing aids every three to four years is a decision akin to purchasing a second hand car. My private health insurance only gives me back $500. It is expensive having to pay for having what is termed a disability.
· The recent Senate report Hear Us has recommended that affordability hearing devices be investigated which is a welcome move for the one in six Australians who has a hearing loss

· Captioning on television and in cinemas is increasingly available. While this is commendable, technology to provide access such as induction loops and real time captioning is still far too seldom available. Captioning is also still not readily available on many online services which limits the access and enjoyment for millions of Australians. 

· There is now a wide range of mobile phones that are suitable for people who are Deaf, have a hearing device or general hearing loss. 
Access to employment 
· Informed and supported choices at the beginning of life, quality education and wonderful technological advances will assist employment options
· Hearing impaired people are more likely to be unemployed, underemployed, or retired early than their hearing counterparts and, when employed, experience stress and social isolation from co-workers. 

· More accommodating attitudes and practices by employers would remove many of the barriers to successful employment of hearing impaired people.

· Auslan Interpreters and real time captioning need to be provided in the workplace, at meetings and at training events.

Activities during Hearing Awareness Week 2010
Deafness Forum is the national coordinating body of Hearing Awareness Week. Contact our office for free posters and balloons to display at your event.
One of the major events during the week will be the annual Captioning Awards held in Sydney on Thursday 26th August. This year the MC will be ABC’s Myf Warhurst and our Deafness Forum Ambassador The Hon. John Howard will be one of our celebrity guests.  
During the week, around the country there will be many opportunities to test your hearing and find out more about what access is available to suit your needs.
Visit the Hearing Awareness Week website www.hearingawarenessweek.org.au for more events.
For an interview or further comment please For further details or interviews contact Nicole Lawder CEO Deafness Forum of Australia mobile 0404 037177
Hearing Awareness Week 2010 is made possible through the generous sponsorship of
Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsor


Silver Sponsors
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About the Deafness Forum:

Deafness Forum is a peak national systemic advocacy body for deafness in Australia. Established in early 1993 at the instigation of the Federal government, the Deafness Forum now represents over 60 deafness and hearing health organisations and all interests and viewpoints of the Deaf and hearing impaired communities of Australia (including those people who have a chronic disorder of the ear and those who are Deafblind).

The Deafness Forum exists to improve the quality of life for Australians who are Deaf, have a hearing impairment or have a chronic disorder of the ear by:

· advocating for government policy change and development

· making input into policy and legislation

· generating public awareness

· providing a forum for information sharing and

· creating better understanding between all areas of deafness.

� Senate Committee Report Hear Us: Inquiry into Hearing Health in Australia, May 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/clac_ctte/hearing_health/report/index.htm" ��http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/clac_ctte/hearing_health/report/index.htm�





� Access Economics Listen Hear! The economic impact and cost of hearing loss in Australia, February 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.accesseconomics.com.au/publicationsreports/showreport.php?id=71" ��http://www.accesseconomics.com.au/publicationsreports/showreport.php?id=71�





