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Hearing Awareness Week 2003 

'Hearing Aids Help You' 

August 24-30
MEDIA RELEASE

Stigma of wearing hearing aids continues to prevent people from actively engaging in life.

The theme of this year's Hearing Awareness Week, 'Hearing Aids Help You' provides an opportunity to challenge the negative image surrounding the use of hearing aids. Hearing Awareness Week is held annually in the last complete week of August. This is a national event coordinated by Deafness Forum of Australia. Through events held around the nation the week serves to promote greater awareness in the community about hearing loss (or deafness) and chronic ear disorders.
In the 1998 study "Hearing Impairment in an Australian Population" it was found that of those in the study group who would benefit from wearing a hearing aid, only 40% did so on a daily basis. 

“As much as I wanted to, I never did succeed in getting rid of the aids. I did once or twice get so angry, that instead of throwing them onto the ground, I threw them as hard as I could into the back garden. Inevitably, the reality that I did function better with aids in my ears, led me to put them back in, or spend about half an hour searching for them in the back yard. I had decided that I was going to live my life without worrying about someone else’s narrow ideas of what it meant to be deaf.” (James Kearney recent ANU graduate)

It is estimated that 3.25 million Australians over the age of 15 live with some form of hearing loss daily. * Hearing Awareness Week helps to educate the general public so that those who are affected can experience greater acceptance and better accommodation of their needs.

It is important to point out that…” hearing aids are not like spectacles. They assist, but don’t correct faulty hearing in the way that glasses often correct sight problems. Getting family and friends to realise this is a task in itself. There tend to be plenty of accusations that the hearing impaired person is not wearing a hearing aid correctly or can’t be bothered hearing.”  (Shirley Stott Despoja)
However when asked how hearing aids help her, Deafness Forum’s chairperson Margaret Robertson response was…“Put simply they maintain me my place in the world; they keep me connected to the reassuring buzz of life; they enable me to communicate. Right now the magpies are carolling on the balcony, summoning my husband to feed them. And I can hear them loud and clear. I experience that pleasure because of hearing aids. There is no way I could have earned my living, updated my professional skills, nurtured interaction with my family and friends, kept pace with the world or diverted and entertained my self without my hearing aids.”
“So if you’ve been thinking about a first hearing aid or a new one, you’d be mad not to see how fantastic they now are – clear, minimal feedback, great background attenuation. But it takes time and several visits to get the adjustment right.” (Terry McGee)
Visit the Hearing Awareness Week website www.hearingawarenessweek.org.au for further information on events happening, educational resources and for the full stories of the people quoted earlier. 

* "Hearing Impairment in an Australian Population" produced by David Wilson, Paul G. Walsh, Linnette Sanchez and Pam Read for the Centre for Population Studies in Epidemiology, South Australian Department of Human Services, 1998.
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