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Access to Education
· Education is the building block for the rest of your life and as such is an absolutely imperative area to address.

· Children who achieve age-appropriate language skills – whether spoken English, Auslan (Australian Sign Language) or other – can be educationally mainstreamed and subsequently take up employment to their full potential, saving significantly at all of levels of government expenditure. 
· It is vital that Deaf and hearing impaired students (including those with unilateral or conductive losses) of all ages receive the best access possible, at all stages of their education. This includes those with additional learning needs (e.g. those who are deafblind). 
· Communication in the classroom is essential for quality education, and Deaf and hearing impaired students face many communication challenges in classroom situations.

· People with hearing loss have poorer educational outcomes than the rest of the population
. 

· Improved educational outcomes follow for children who are Deaf or have a hearing impairment through better access to interpreters, soundfield systems, captioning and more teachers of the deaf.

· The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1992 makes it illegal to discriminate against people with disabilities in terms of access to education. Despite the legislation, there is considerable discrimination in respect of access to education for people who are Deaf or have a hearing impairment. 

· The Disability Standards for Education
 address: 
• enrolment 

• participation 

• curriculum development, accreditation and delivery 

• student support services 

• elimination of harassment and victimisation. 

· All Deaf and hearing impaired students have the same right as hearing students to:   

• choice of educational institution 

• inclusion in decisions surrounding support services 

• open communication with staff. 






� Access Economics Listen Hear! The economic impact and cost of hearing loss in Australia, February 2006





� See http://www.ag.gov.au/www/agd/agd.nsf/Page/Humanrightsandanti-discrimination_DisabilityStandardsforEducation
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