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Celebration for ‘It’s Caption Time’ in Australia

The Deputy Chairperson for Deafness Forum of Australia, Derik Ward, said, "Captioning has come of age this year with both an increased quantity of captions on TV and captions on new media such as cinema. 

Since the screening of the first captioned program in Australia, which was the Barchester Chronicles shown on ABC in l982, there has been a painfully slow increase in captioned programs on free-to-air TV. This has been frustrating and annoying to the approximately 20 per cent of the Australian community that suffers a recognisable hearing loss. Now that prime-time TV legislation has been introduced, people who are Deaf or have a hearing impairment have equal access to entertainment – just like everyone else”.

Cinema captioning began in May this year, in 8 capital cities – Darwin, Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, Hobart and Canberra. Captioned films are now screened three times per week, on Friday, Sunday and Wednesday. The times of each screening are detailed in all local press or they can be accessed by visiting www.auscap.com.au.

There has also been a vastly increased catalogue of entertainment titles available on both video and DVD format from local video stores. The majority of new video releases now have closed captions on them and most DVDs, at the very least, have the option to view with English subtitles which make them increasingly popular with Deaf and hearing impaired Australians.

Outside of TV, video, DVD and cinema, many organisations round the country are working hard to expand the use of captions into other areas. A recent initiative has been the captioning of hospital/patient care videos that was started in Nambour, Queensland, and is spreading throughout Australia. The videos provide patients who are Deaf or hearing impaired with access to captioned health videos to explain operations and hospital procedures. Some hospitals are also now providing patients with captioned TV programming in hospital wards.

Derik Ward said, "there have been many positive steps that have occurred this year in captioning and other essential methods of communication for people who are Deaf or have a hearing impairment but there are still many areas of which suffer from neglect and support.”

Cable (Pay) TV still does not provide any captioned material. This has certainly restricted the growth in subscriptions to Pay TV as Australians with any degree of hearing loss refuse to install pay TV until captions are provided.

Children’s programming on free to-air television is another area of frustration with children who are Deaf or hearing impaired being unable to experience the programming enjoyed by hearing children. 

Major hotels, local pubs, banks and other business organisations are also slow to realise the benefits that captions bring in assisting customers who have a hearing loss to understand details of new deals and sales offers.

Note. There will be a unique screen of a captioned film ‘Thirteen Days’: at Parliament House on 22nd August in Parliament House, Canberra, hosted and introduced by the Hon. Bronwyn Bishop, Minister for Aged Care. See details in the main news release for Hearing Awareness Week.
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