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16th August 2001

MEDIA RELEASE

"It's Caption Time!" is the theme for Hearing Awareness Week 2001, and the Deafness Forum is encouraging people to become involved in the promotion of captioning at their local community level. 

While acknowledging that there has been significant progress this year in terms of the provision of captions, the CEO of the Deafness Forum, Mr. Brian Rope explains that there is still a lot to achieve. "Significant progress has been made in the area of free-to-air television, with all prime time news and current affairs programs now broadcast with captions. However, PAY-TV broadcasts still do not transmit captions. The regular screening of captioned movies in all capital cities has been a significant development for people who are Deaf or have a hearing loss, but community knowledge of these screenings needs to be addressed through a significant increase in their promotion" he said.

"On a local level, people can assist by going to their local television retailer and asking them to switch on at least one teletext television set showing programs with captions for the week. If there is a captioned movie screening in your area, get a group of friends together and go see a captioned movie, or perhaps write a letter to an advertiser who doesn't caption their TV commercials. There are many ways in which people can assist in increasing community awareness of captioning" Mr. Rope said.

There are many suggestions on how people can become involved at the local community level, along with information on captioning and community activities. It is available at: www.ozemail.com.au/~deaforum or by contacting the Deafness Forum or Australian Caption Centre.
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For information about Deafness Forum visit its website at http://www.ozemail.com.au/~deaforum
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