hearing awareness week 2002

25th - 31st august 

"understanding hearing loss"

MEDIA RELEASE

Hearing loss or deafness need not lead to an isolated, confused existence. There are many support services and technologies now available that can assist people in leading productive personal, social and community lives. 

Understanding the impact that hearing loss has on the lives of the approximate 3.2 million Australians who are deaf or have a hearing loss, and how to minimise that impact, is the main theme of Hearing Awareness Week 2002. 

In launching Hearing Awareness Week 2002, Deafness Forum Chairperson Stan Batson said "Deafness and hearing loss have long been associated with confusion, isolation and depression. With the development of technologies such as "state of the art" hearing aids, hearing loops and closed captioning, people with a hearing loss now have far greater access to personal communication and to events happening in the world around them. With support groups such as Better Hearing Australia, they have the opportunity to achieve a more productive personal and social life."

Brian Rope, CEO of the Deafness Forum said "Hearing loss often takes some time to recognise. When people realise that they have lost some hearing they should promptly take steps to ascertain the nature of their hearing loss and learn what they can do to overcome it. Firstly they should have a hearing test and learn about the various services and devices that are available, then obtain the ones that will be of benefit to them and learning about communication and other strategies for coping with their hearing loss. Family, friends, colleagues, teachers, employers and other people with whom they regularly interact, may need to be informed about ways that they can assist in achieving more positive communication outcomes for all concerned."

The Deafness Forum can put people in touch with services, support groups and businesses in their local area that can help in understanding hearing loss.
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