When I tell most people I have to two profoundly deaf children their reaction is usually pity and some even say “ how unlucky”.  But there is nothing unlucky about having two beautiful children with a disability who have been my greatest teachers in life.

Both Darcy 6 and Claudia 18mths have cochlear implants and the last 51/2 years of my life have been spent ensuring as parents we fulfil our part of the parenthood bargain – giving them the best possible opportunity to reach their potential as tomorrows adults.  Learning to speak and listen was a huge component of that obligation.  

When Darcy was diagnosed as profoundly deaf at 81/2 months it was devastating and we threw ourselves into finding a workable solution to this.   Through research of the options available and the groundbreaking work of Professor Graeme Clarke, there was now a choice for deafness, Cochlear implants.  We wanted our child to have every opportunity to communicate with all our family.  

Darcy was implanted at 14mth of age and heard sound for the first time 3 weeks later.  The invisible barrier between us was smashed as we chose an auditory-verbal approach to speaking and listening and over time he deciphered the mystery of sound.   He became a different little boy, his world has been unlocked and he began to interact with us on a level we had never experienced before.  

Four and a half years later we decided we wanted to make our family unit complete and have another child.  For us this was a huge decision as the chance of deafness occurring again was 1in 4 with any pregnancy.  

Claudia-Rose was born and she too was profoundly deaf.  We had a big cry, but it was the words of Darcy (then 41/2) who shook us into reality.   “Why are you crying” he said to us.  We stopped immediately and thought about what we were crying about.  We were crying because Claudia was deaf, but so is Darcy and he was talking to us?  So what were we crying about?   It was a profound moment!

Claudia was implanted at 6mths of age, making her the youngest in Qld. Implanting her early has meant that she is mirroring her hearing peers and her language has developed as it would in a normal baby.  She is saying words and attempting 3 word phrases.  Darcy began school this year and is at a mainstream school being a mischievous little boy and driving his teacher crazy with his constant questions.  At least now he has learnt to put his hand up!

I think it is great that Hearing Awareness Week can highlight the different aspects of deafness and it’s fantastic that there is a choice available for deafness.  I measure it’s success by the fact that everyone has the right to hear the birds singing, the wind blowing through the trees, the waves rolling at the beach and that my children are not supposed to be speaking with me.

Tina Worland 

Mother of Darcy and Claudia

