HEARING AWARENESS WEEK 25 - 31 AUGUST 2002

"UNDERSTANDING HEARING LOSS"
feedback received

26 August - From Derik Ward, BHA Adelaide:
It was a particularly successful Expo with something like 3-4OO attending during the day including the Minister for Social Justice Hon. Steph Key. Bob Willis said afterwards that it was the best occasion he had been involved in (displaying) and he had a heap of sales/orders and follow-ups. 

27 August - From Maureen McGrotty, SA HAW Co-ordinating Committee:
We're about to OD on HAW and this is only the 2nd day - been good, been busy. Expo was well attended - launch was great, info and displays in Rundle Mall looked professional with a steady flow of people - Screenings commenced in Rundle Mall today with the testing caravan – for all screenings conducted during HAW, everyone is using the same Result Screening Form and data will be collated. We will do a de-brief. Will give you the low-down after that.

28 August - From Anne Stewart, NSW Meniere’s Support Group:
We attended the Deafness Council launch of HAW last night and it went very well. Prof. Gibson, as always, delivered an excellent speech. I met a very interesting lady in Bowral who had a HAW stand in Springetts Arcade where we had our stand last year. Her name is Pat Fulton and I would love you both to get together either by phone or in person. She is a registered nurse with hearing aids in both ears and has set herself up as the Highlands' own "Hearing Coach". I will send you her excellent brochure. Her main aim is to help people adjust to their new hearing aids with one on one coaching. She is a dynamo and needs nurturing as I get the impression she is a one-man band.


28 August - From Sue Daw, BHA Canberra Group:
The BHA Canberra Group Workshop went off really well. I was expecting about 35 to 40 people and we had well over 70. Thank you for including our workshop in the HAW Events. "Understanding Hearing Loss" was an excellent topic. There are lots of people out there in Canberra who were very interested in this topic but could not make it to the workshop. We must think along these lines again for HAWs of the future.

28 August - From Lyn Walker, Deafness Forum:
Telstra sponsored a videoconferencing link up between Dubbo, Yarra Valley, Orange, Burke and Port Macquarie for students who are deaf to exchange conversation and information about themselves. Telstra organised it all and paid all the costs. Dubbo is also linking up with Victorian College of the Deaf and the signing choir as well as the
Cochlear Implant Clinic.

2 September - From Bert Ciavarra, Telstra Disability Services:
You may be interested in the following positive media grabs generated by yesterday's Hearing Awareness Week bilingual concert. I participated from the Melbourne control room (shared the stage with Kermit the Frog's cousin no less!), and it certainly gave me a great view of what can be achieved. I have been told that a video was taken of the event, so will pursue getting highlights for you in the coming week or so.

As part of Hearing Awareness Week a video link bilingual concert was held today. TCW's Michelle Downie says it is important for the hearing impaired to be able to see what is going on. Orange WIN TV, Albury B104.9 (pm 29/08).

Australia's first live bilingual concert was held in Dubbo. Donna Rees, Hearing Support assistant principal, "The technology itself through the videoconferencing is allowing the signing students to actually see visually other signing students". 2DU Dubbo (pm 29/08).

Students from St Monica's Primary School signing choir today took part in Australia's first national signing concert as part of Hearing Awareness Week activities. TCW AGM Andrew Cottrill: "about 130 children participating"; Albury Prime TV (pm 29/08).

History was made in Albury this afternoon with Australia's first bilingual concert link in which hearing impaired children took part in a concert via a video link conference. Albury WIN, (pm 29/08).

Townsville civic leaders are mounting a push to expand broadband Internet access into Townsville. Telstra says its main exchanges in Townsville give customers access to high-speed Internet connections. ABC Nth Qld (pm 29/08).

4 September - From Muriel Hoggart in the BHA Geelong Newsletter:
The launching of Hearing Awareness Week on Sunday 25th August 2002 at St Stephens Angican Church, Belmont was an outstanding success. There were approximately 200 people present, and I was so pleased to see so many of our members there. Rosslyn Jablonsky, from Australian Hearing, did a wonderful job including all the organisations that service Deaf and Hearing Impaired in Geelong to take part in the Church service. The ”signing choir” from the Christian College and two students from Ocean Grove Primary School presented a beautiful rendition of the Louis Armstrong hit “What a Wonderful World” and the Beatles “Love me do”. It is great to see today’s children learning “sign language” and communicating with deaf children. During the service the Vicar dedicated the newly installed Loop. I gave a talk to the students of the Belmont Primary School about protecting their ears when in a “Noisy Situation”, using two easy to remember slogans to get my message “across” - CAT - C - Cover you ears. A - Avoid noise. T - Turn it down. And “Too Noisy for Too Long is Totally Wrong”. Tuesday 27th August was another busy day at the Grovedale College with presentations of Assistive Listening Devices (Word of Mouth), Disability Telephones (Telstra), National Relay Services, Vicdeaf and Australian Hearing.

4 September - From BHA Sydney Newsletter:
As usual at this time of the year, Hearing Awareness Week has been the highlight of our activities over recent months. This included the Clear Speech Award, which this year went to Lee Lin Chin of SBS Television. This was the first time a reader from this Channel has received the Award. The Mayor of Burwood, Councillor John Faker made the presentation at a luncheon at Burwood RSL Club on Friday, 30 August. In reply, Lee Lin said she considered this Award to be a highlight of her news-reading career. As a newsreader she emphasised the need for high standards in clarity, sincerity and credibility in establishing the integrity of the material she was communicating to her viewing audience. She hoped that it was this integrity which served the criterion of 'Clear Speech’. The Mayor also spoke highly about the value of our objectives in the community.

Other functions for Hearing Awareness Week included an Expo at the Children's Cochlear Implant Centre at Gladesville, a Church Service at St. Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney where a number of members joined the congregation. Two members of Better Hearing read lessons and Roma Wood briefly stated the purpose of the Week. The Official Opening was held at OTEN, Strathfield on the Monday night and Burwood Council together with us and Australian Hearing organised free hearing tests on the Tuesday. The theme of the Week was "Understanding Hearing Loss". Overall, a very busy period!

4 September - From BHA Sydney Newsletter:
We’ve just completed another successful Hearing Awareness Week with large numbers of people having hearing checks at ten different venues around Melbourne, a very moving church service at St Patrick’s Cathedral, a wonderfully entertaining Official opening with over ninety guests in attendance, screening of captioned movies at Village, Greater union and Hoyts cinemas and a Trivia Night which can only be described as a roaring success. However, the most excting event for us was out 70th Anniversary luncheon with 111 guests.

2 October - From President’s Report to DANT AGM:

Hearing Awareness Week this year was celebrated with a full-page advertisement in the Darwin & Palmerston Sun. Our Association hired a space in Casuarina Community Centre, promoting organisations which can help in hearing loss and our new Tinnitus group, distributiing leaflets on the cause and treatment of this distressing condition.

1 November – From Deaf Info Grampians Newsletter:

Hearing Awareness Week was a great success throughout the region generating an enthusiastic response to the many information displays, free captioned movie night, deaf signed church mass, free introductory Auslan class, school visits by the hearing dogs, open days at Australian Hearing and Better Hearing Australia facilities, and 113 people made use of the free hearing tests.

